a b s t r a c t These data reflect the perceptions of beach water quality drawn from a convenience sample of 238 visitors to Georgia (USA) beaches collected in June-July 2017 and are related to the research article entitled "Water quality and the perception of risk: a study of Georgia, USA, beachgoers" (Jones et al., 2018) [1]. Data were collected both via an online survey distributed through Facebook and through in-person questionnaires collected directly on the beaches.
Specifications Table

Subject area
Public Health More specific subject area Environmental Health Type of data Tables, Figure ( Map) How data was acquired Survey Data format Analyzed Experimental factors
The data were analyzed by various demographic strata (residency, age, sex, race, and education).
Experimental features
The relationship between demographic characteristics and the perception of what constitutes clean or polluted beach water were determined.
Data source location
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, Georgia, USA
Data accessibility
With this article
Value of the data
These data could be useful in comparing perceptions of beach water quality among beachgoers in other states and countries.
Because these data were collected during the busy summer swimming season, these data could be useful in comparing perceptions of beach water quality among beachgoers visiting beaches in other seasons.
Data were collected in such a way as to stratify among full-time residents, part-time residents, and visitors. These data may thus be useful to researchers comparing coastal perceptions between residents and visitors.
Data
This dataset presents information on the varied perceptions of what constitutes water quality including whether respondents view the absence of waterborne pathogens as the primary feature of water quality at tourist beaches. Data also include which illnesses associated with waterborne pathogens are perceived as linked to unclean water by respondents. Tables 1-10 present information by different demographic characteristics. The results from this dataset are presented in Jones et al. [1] . 
Experimental design, materials and methods
Researchers collected these data using a quantitative survey offered either online via recruiting on Facebook or, primarily, through in-person collection of paper surveys from visitors to Georgia beaches in June-July 2017. In-person data collection focused on two major Georgia recreational beaches (Tybee Island and Jekyll Island) during peak swimming season. This study was approved by the Georgia Southern University Institutional Review Board with participants' consent required to complete the survey. Data were analyzed using IBM SPSS 23 (IBM, Armonk, NY) and ArcMap 10.4.1 (Esri, Redlands, CA). 
